2011 GROTON TOWN REPORT

Report of the Town Officers
For the Year Ending
December 31, 2011



2010 GROTON CENSUS INFORMATION

HOUSING STATUS
(in housing units unless noted)

Total 196
Occupied 173
Owner-occupied 119
Population in owner-occupied 322
(number of individuals)
Renter-occupied 54
Population in renter-occupied 115
(number of individuals)
Households with individuals under 18 69
Vacant 23
Vacant: for rent 1
Vacant: for sale 2

Vacant: for seasonal/recreational/occasional use 13

POPULATION BY SEX/AGE

Male 209
Female 228
Under 18 133
18 & over 304
20-24 27
25-34 51
35-49 73
50-64 82
65 % over 64
Total Population 437

Front cover is from Kitty Diggins, Groton Town Lister, who took this picture to share with us.
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WARNING: NOTICE OF GROTON, VERMONT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2012

The citizens of the Town of Groton, who are legal voters in Town Meeting are hereby notified and warned to
meet at the Groton Community Building in Groton Village on Tuesday, March 6, 2012, at 10 o'clock in the
morning, to act on the following articles, to wit:

ARTICLE 1

ARTICLE 2

ARTICLE 3

ARTICLE 4

ARTICLE 5

ARTICLE 6

ARTICLE 7

To elect a moderator for the ensuing year.

To act on the Town Report of the Town Officers as printed for the year ending December 31,
2011.

To see if, as provided in 17 V.S.A. Section 2646 (16), the Town will vote to elect a Road
Commissioner or authorize the Selectboard to appoint a Road Commissioner.

To elect the following Town Officers as provided for by the Public Laws of Vermont, and
citizens to serve on the other committees as herein specified, and to fix their compensations:

Road Commissioner One year
Selectperson Three years
Treasurer Three years
Lister Three years
Auditor Three years
Library Trustee Three years
Library Trustee Three years
Library Trustee Three years
Cemetery Commissioner Three years
Collector of Current Taxes One year
First Constable Two years
Second Constable Two years
Town Grand Juror One year
Town Agent One year
Town Agent to Convey Real Estate One year

To elect by ballot one School Director to serve on the Board of Unified Union School District
#21, for a three (3) year term.

Shall the Town of Groton set the due date of Friday, October 12, 2012, by 5:00 PM as the
deadline for the payment of taxes? (Postmarks are not accepted as a timely payment)

Shall the Town establish a reserve fund for bridges, culverts and highway infrastructures to
initially be funded by a $200.00 addition to the 2012 Highway Budget?



WARNING: NOTICE OF GROTON, VERMONT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2012

ARTICLE 8 Shall the Town of Groton expend an amount up to $250,000 to rebuild the Welton Road Bridge
with funds to come from grants as possible and from the Highway Paving Reserve Fund?

ARTICLE 9 Shall the Town of Groton authorize the Fire Department to spend up to $20,000 from the
Emergency Services Building Reserve Fund for the construction of a repeating station on
leased property?

ARTICLE 10 Should the Town of Groton pursue the surveying of Town owned properties?

ARTICLE 11 What sum of money shall the voters approve to raise by taxation, to be reduced by receipts,
state aid and other income, to meet the current expenses and liabilities of the Town
General Fund and Highway budget, including any other warned articles so voted at this
town meeting, and authorize the Selectboard to set a tax rate sufficient to provide the same?

ARTICLE 12 Shall the voters of Groton pass the following resolution? We the voters of the Town of
Groton want to recognize this Resolution concerning the regulations affecting local food
production and distribution. WHEREAS, Vermont, an agricultural state, is a net food
importer from California, South America and China, and WHEREAS, the increasingly
frequent recall of contaminated foods shows the weakness of the existing food system,
and WHEREAS, unfortunately, the saying "In Vermont you can do on the farm what you
want until you can make a living at it" is true, NOW THEREFORE, we call upon our two
State Senators and our State Representative to introduce legislation in the 2012 legislative
session to enact state laws and regulations that will encourage the local production,
distribution, and sale of food.

ARTICLE 13 To transact any other business proper to come before this meeting, this does not include the
expenditure of town funds or other business acted upon in the preceding articles.

Linda L. Nunn, Town Clerk

ed before posting this 3rd day of February 2012, at 9:00 a.m.



WARNING

NEK WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET VOTE
MARCH 6, 2012

The legal voters of the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management District are hereby notified and warned:
to vote, by Australian Ballot, at the polling place and between the hours specified by their municipality on
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 to act on the following article.

ARTICLE 1: Shall the voters authorize the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management District to
appropriate and expend a budget of $ 642,750.00?
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Mo o o S

Hokood 2 2z

orsayyrisew =
= g ST RN
Gyt <EP
Dt ik

Aﬂ WW

eade Peot




WARNING & NOTICE

BLUE MOUNTAIN UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT #21
ANNUAL MEETING
AND
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING

March 5 & March 6, 2012

The legal voters of the Blue Mountain Union School District #21 are hereby notified and
warned to meet at the Blue Mountain Union School, Garvin Memorial Library in Wells
River, Vermont on Monday, March 5, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the evening to transact the
following business from the floor: ’

Article 1:
To elect the following officers as required by law, and to authorize the Board of

School Directors to fix their compensation:
Moderator
Clerk
Treasurer

Article 2:
To hear and act on the reports of the Blue Mountain Union School District officers

for the past year.

Article 3: -
To see if the Blue Mountain Union School District will vote to authorize the Board
of School Directors to borrow money in anticipation of taxes to meet the
requirements of the District for the ensuing year and to authorize the execution
and delivery of notes or orders to the Blue Mountain Union School District.

Article 4:
To transact any other business thought proper under this warning.

Said meeting shall be followed immediately by a public informational hearing regarding
the proposed budget and other business, to be voted on by Australian Ballot, on
Tuesday, March 6, 2012.

The legal voters of the Blue Mountain Union School District are further notified and
warned to meet at the following locations:

Ryegate: Town Hall in Ryegate Corner
Groton: Groton Community Building in Groton
Wells River: Village Garage in Wells River



On Tuesday, March 6, 2012 between 10:00 a.m. in the morning and 7:00 p.m. in the
evening there will be a vote by Australian Ballot on the following questions:

%

The total proposed budget of $7,161,925 is the amount determined by the school board
to be necessary to support the school district's educational program. State law requires
the vote on this budget to be divided because (i) the school district’s spending per pupil
last year was more than the statewide average and (ii) this year's proposed budget is
greater than last year's budget adjusted for inflation.

LI |

Article #1 (School Budget):

Part A. Shéll the voters of the school district authorize the school board to expend
$7,021,171, which is a portion of the amount the school board determined to be
necessary for school year 2012-2013?

Part B, If Part A is approved by the voters, shall the voters of the school district also
authorize the school board to expend $140,754, which is the remainder of the
amount the school board has determined to be necessary for school year 2012-
20137

Article 2:
Shall the Blue Mountain Union School District #21 borrow an additional amount

of $275,000 to be repaid over five years, for the purpose of replacing the septic
system, bleachers, steamer, and underground heating pipes?

Signed by the Board of School Directors this Eighteenth day of January, 2012 at Wells

River, Vermont.

Charles Congquest

Blue Mountain Union School District #21
Bruce Stevens

Leo Cota . Thomas Page
Candice Peck Ronald Phillips Brenda Powers

The foregoing has been duly recorded before posting.

Janet Page
Clerk



SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF 2011 MEETING

The Citizens of the Town of Groton, who are legal voters, met at the Groton Community Building in Groton Village on
Tuesday, March 1, 2011, at 10 o'clock in the morning, to act on the following articles, to wit:

Linda Nunn announced the polls were open to start the voting on the Blue Mountain Union School budget and the Solid
Waste budget at 10:00 AM at the end of the town hall.

Moderator Wayne Dyer made the announcements the Blue Mountain Union Cheerleaders are selling refreshments in the
back of the hall. The Girl Scouts are selling Girl Scout cookies in the back of the hall. Kirsten Murch hosted a table with
information about Meals on Wheels. Senator Bill Doyle's Town Meeting Day Survey is on the table up back.

A moment of silence was observed. The Girl Scout Troop of Groton led the flag Salute. Debra Jurist spoke a few words
of blessing. Hearing no other offers for prayer, Moderator Wayne Dyer moved on. Moderator Wayne Dyer stated
Representative Chip Conquest would like to say a few words.

Representative Chip Conquest gave an update from the various committees. Representative Conquest touched on
information on the state budget, jobs, Human Services, School Financing, and Health Care. Representative Conquest
stated there would be a bill coming out effecting independent contractors. Representative Conquest distributed a
legislative update pampbhlet, which explains issues in greater detail.

Mary Grant stated there were also informational sheets from Senator Jane Kitchell.

Town Meeting started at 10:20 AM.

Moderator Wayne Dyer read the Groton Town Meeting Warning.

ARTICLE 1: To elect a moderator for the ensuing year. Milton Lamberton nominated Wayne Dyer. Seconded by Peter
Lyon. Wayne Dyer was elected moderator with unanimous consent.

ARTICLE 2: To act on the Town Report of the Town Officers as printed for the year ending December 31, 2010.

Wayne Dyer read the warning, asking if the Town Report would be accepted as written. Jean Denson made the motion to
accept the Town Report as written. Jim Downing seconded the motion.

Peter Lyon made the announcement there is a lot of work that goes into putting the Town Report together and he would
like to commend Martha Crown and Debra Johnson for the great job they did putting the town report together. Peter also
commended Roberta Dana for all the financial reports. The moderator asked if there was any more discussion. Hearing
no objections Article 2 passed. Groton Town Report was accepted by voice vote.

ARTICLE 3: To see if, as provided in 17 V.S.A. Section 2646 (16), the Town will vote to elect a Road Commissioner or
authorize the Selectmen to appoint a Road Commissioner.

Deane page made the motion to elect a Road Commissioner. Jim Downing seconded the motion. Hearing no objections
the vote passed to elect the Road Commissioner.

ARTICLE 4: To elect the following Town Officers as provided for by the Public Laws of Vermont, and citizens to serve on
the other committees as herein specified, and to fix their compensations:

Mary Grant made the motion to have the Selectboard fix the compensations. Deane Page seconded the motion. Hearing
no objections the vote passed.
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Milt Lamberton nominated Brent Smith Road Commissioner for one year, Deane Page seconded the motion. Hearing no
other nominations or objections the clerk cast one ballot.
Brent Smith was elected Road Commissioner. Passed by voice vote.

Milt Lamberton nominated Gary Lamberton for Selectmen for three years. Jean Denson seconded the nomination.

Roberta Dana nominated Linda Nunn for Town Clerk for three years. Milt Lamberton seconded the motion. Hearing no
other nominations or objections the clerk cast one ballot. Linda Nunn was elected Town Clerk for three years. Passed by
voice vote.

Kitty Diggins nominated Dorothy Knott for Lister for three years. Henry Knott seconded the motion. Hearing no other
nominations or objections the clerk cast one ballot. Dorothy Knott was elected Lister for three years. Passed by voice
vote.

Peter Lyon nominated Debra Johnson for Auditor for three years. Roberta seconded the motion. Hearing no other
nominations or objections the clerk cast one ballot. Debra Johnson was elected Auditor for three years.

Susan Gordon nominated Debra Orelup as Library Trustee for three years. Toni Dyer seconded the nomination. hearing
no other nominations or objections Susan Gordon was elected Library Trustee for three years. Passed by voice vote.

Toni Dyer nominated Susan Gordon as Library Trustee for three years. Debra Orelup seconded the nomination. Hearing
no other nominations or objections Susan Gordon was elected Library Trustee for three years. Passed by voice vote.

Nancy Spencer made the motion not to nominate another Library Trustee for three years at this time but would appoint
one at a later time. Milt seconded the motion. Passed by voice vote.

Deborah Jurist nominated Tom Gandin as Cemetery Commissioner for three years. Brent Smith seconded the
nomination. Hearing no other nominations or objections Tom Gandin was elected Cemetery Commissioner for three
years. Passed by voice vote.

Linda Nunn nominated Roberta Dana as Collector of Current Taxes for one year. Jim Downing seconded the nomination.
Hearing no other nominations or objections, Roberta Dana is elected Collector of Current Taxes for one year. Passed by
voice vote.

Dave Sanville nominated Patricia Bouley as Collector of Delinquent Taxes for three years. Roberta Dana seconded the
motion. Hearing no other nominations or objections, Patricia Bouley is elected Collector of Delinquent Taxes for three
years. Passed by voice vote.

Dave Sanville nominated Milt Lamberton as Grand Juror for one year. Paul Berlejung seconded the motion. Hearing no
other nominations or objections, Milton Lamberton is elected Grand Juror for one year. Passed by voice vote.

Roberta Dana moved to have the Selectboard appoint a Town Agent, Jim Downing seconded the motion. Passed by
voice vote.

Dave Sanville made a motion to amend the wording recommending the Selectboard appoint a different Town Agent
(Town Attorney) other than Otterman and Allen Law Firm.

Wayne Dyer Moderator called the question to vote on the amendment. The Voters voted not to amend the motion.
Amendment was defeated. Wayne Dyer Moderator called the question to have the Selectboard appoint a Town Agent.
Passed by voice vote.
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Roberta Dana moved to have the Selectboard appoint a Town Agent to Convey Real Estate. Dave Sanville seconded the
motion. Passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 5: Thomas Page nominated Henry Eaton to serve on the Board of BMU School District #21 for a three- (3)
year term. Brenda Powers seconded the motion. Hearing no other nominations or objections Henry Easton was elected
to the school board for three years. Passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 6: Dave Sanville moved to accept the due date of Friday, October 14, 2011, by 5:00 PM EST. as the deadline
for the payment of taxes. (Postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.) Wayne Knott seconded the motion.
Hearing no objections to the due date. It was passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town of Groton approve the payment of hourly wages to qualified responders who are members of
the Groton Fire Department or Groton/Ryegate FAST Squad for emergency calls? Mary Grant moved the motion to
approve the payment of hourly wages to qualified responders whom are members of the Groton Fire Department or
Groton/Ryegate FAST Squad for emergency calls. Jean Denson seconded the motion.

Dave Spencer explained there was no money in the budget to cover this expense so would need to approve an additional
$10,000. $4,500.00 for the Fire Department and $5,500.00 for the FAST Squad to be paid at $10.00 an hour with a
minimum of two hours ($20.00) per person.

Henry Knott explained what it takes to be considered qualified, there is training, schooling and having to attend meetings.
Volunteering gives you a warm and fuzzy feeling but it doesn't help pay the bills. People need to work so it is difficult to
get people to volunteer their time. The answer is yes.

Warren Tripp questioned if this applied to mutual aid calls.

Donald Wetmore questioned if they would be billed if they came to your place. The answer is NO.

The Town Clerk called for a paper ballot along with seven other people agreeing.

Total votes of 69 voting, yes 51 -- no 18. Article 7 passed.

ARTICLE 8: Shall the Town of Groton borrow up to $22,800.00 to be paid back over 5 years for the purchase of a new
police cruiser?

Milt Lamberton moved to borrow up to $22,800.00 to be paid back over 5 years for the purchase of a new police cruiser.
Jim Downing seconded the motion.

Jim Downing explained the cost of operating the cruiser was a cost of $44,300.00 with income from fines at $48,077.00
Dave Spencer gave some background information on the cost of repairs.

Voila Emerson questioned what the cost of the Sheriff's Department would be. Answer: Last year it was $30.00 an hour.
Dave Spencer: the consensus of the last vote was to use our own constables and cruiser.

Jean Denson: The traffic has slowed down considerable with the Constable out there patrolling.

The Town Clerk called for a paper ballot along with seven other people agreeing.

Total votes of 68 voting yes 45 -- no 23. Article 8 passed.

ARTICLE 9: Roberta Dana moved the sum of $701,428.00 be approved by the voters to be raised by taxation, to be
reduced by receipts, state aid and other income, to meet the current expenses and liabilities of the Town General fund
and Highway budget, including any other warned articles so voted at this town meeting, and authorize the Selectmen to
set a tax rate sufficient to provide the same? Milt Lamberton seconded the motion.

David Pierce questioned what the amount was last year. Roberta Dana: Page 26 $710,887.

Paul Berlejung moved to amend the budget to add $9,000.00 to give a 2% wage increase to the employees retroactive to
January 2010. Henry Knott seconded the motion.

There was much discussion concerning this amendment.

Phillip Palmer thanked Paul Berlejung but stated he had lived through last year and doesn't need it.
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Wayne Dyer Moderator called the question to amend Article 9 and add the $9,000.00.

It was defeated by voice vote.

Roberta Dana moved to amend the budget amount by lowering it by $1,372.00 explaining the Town had received a letter
lowering the requested amount for the County Tax by $1,372.00.

Wayne Dyer Moderator called the question to amend Article 9 and lower the budget amount by $1,372.00. It was passed
by voice vote.

Shirley Beamis questioned why the Delinquent Tax Collector's budget had increased so much?

Roberta Dana explained her budget had gone up by $2,000.00 for a fire proof file cabinet as the vault is cramped and this
is cheaper then adding onto the vault.

Wayne Dyer Moderator called the question to move the sum of $700,056.00 to be approved by the voters to be raised by
taxation, to be reduced by receipts, state aid and other income, to meet the current expenses and liabilities of the Town
General fund and highway budget, including any other warned articles so voted at this town meeting, and authorize the
Selectmen to set a tax rate sufficient to provide the same?

The approval to raise the sum of $700,056.28 was passed by voice vote. ($686,828.28 Town, Cemetery, Highway
budget + $10,000.00 FD & FAST + $4,600.00 Cruiser - $1,372.00 County Tax $700,056.28)

Roberta Dana stated this is $10,800.00 less than last year.
ARTICLE 11: To transact any other business proper to come before this meeting, this does not include the expenditure
of town funds or other business acted upon in the preceding articles. This will include an update on the Town hall ADA

renovation project.

Kitty Diggins stated there is no reappraisal this year but they will be going out to inspect new construction from building
permits.

Shirley Beamis feels town meeting should be held in the evening.

Gary Lamberton gave information concerning the ADA bathrooms project and about the grants that had been applied for
and received.

Shirley Beamis brought up while the work is being done something should be done with the post in the middle of the hall
downstairs.

Linda Nunn thanked the BMU Cheerleaders and Kathy Lamberton for doing the lunch, the Girl Scouts for selling cookies
and Kirsten Murch for information on Meals on Wheels.

Roberta Dana thanked everyone that has been so generous with donations for the food shelf.
A motion was made by Tristan Vaughan to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Gary Lamberton.

Meeting adjourned at 12:25 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by Linda L. Nunn

imda L. Nunn
Walrie Dver /
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NORTHEAST KINGDOM WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
REPORT FOR THE TOWN OF GROTON

The NEKWMD finished 2011 in remarkably strong financial condition. Recycling markets were strong
throughout the year. The most successful year in terms of recycling revenues allowed us to end the year with
a surplus of $107,759.14. Spending for the year was $43,900 more than budgeted, while revenues exceeded
projections by over $151,600.

The sale of recyclables generated $240,016 in revenues for 2010. That figure represents almost 38% of
the 2011 budget. While strong recycling markets were responsible for much of the excess revenue, surcharge
revenue exceeded projections by $27,000.

The NEKWMD is entering 2012 with a proposed budget of $642,750 an increase of under 2%.

However, due to the increased revenues through the sale of recyclables the surcharge on non-recycled waste
will remain the same in 2012 ($22.55). our surcharge on trash remains just below the average throughout the
State of Vermont.

Other District fees for recycling bins, home composters, and tires will remain at their 2011 rates. Fees
for electronic devices were eliminated July 1, 2011 due to legislation passed by the State of Vermont in 2010.

The District welcomed the town of Marshfield in 2011. We continue to serve the largest geographical
area and largest number of towns in the State.

The NEKWMD was staffed by eight full-time and four part-time employees in 2011. Each of the member
Towns is entitled to representation by at least one Supervisor. The Board of Supervisors is the principle
authority over the NEKWMD and the primary means of contact with the member towns. The Board of
Supervisors meets monthly and sets the direction of NEKWMD policy. The member Towns are also
represented through their ability to vote on the NEKWMD budget at their Town Meeting in March.

The NEKWMD will continue to promote unit-based pricing for the disposal of trash. Since fees for
NEKWMD membership are based primarily on the amount of waste produced, members have a clear
opportunity to control their waste management costs. Costs can decrease as waste generation rates decrease
and recycling rates increase.

In 2012, the NEKWMD will be looking to strengthen outreach to businesses and seasonal residents
while also promoting greater participation in recycling programs throughout the Northeast Kingdom.

The 41,700 residents of 45 Towns throughout the Northeast Kingdom can be assured that the NEKWMD
will continue to address their waste management concerns in a timely and environmentally sound fashion.
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